Housing

Think about it/

How would you manage with-
out a proper home and hardly
any money? You would not
have a bedroom for sleeping, a
kitchen for cooking food, a
bathroom for washing or a
save place to keep your be-
longings. Even finding a toilet
is difficult when you live on the
street.

This is a Fact/

It is estimated that there are 100
million homeless people worldwide.
Thisis........ , approximately,
times the population of Catalonia.

This family in Calcutta,
India, lives and sleeps
on the streets. They
may stay here for
years.

Picture from the book: Why do people live on
the streets? By Kaye Stearman, Hodder Way-
land, London 2000




Think about it/

Can you think about some of the reasons why people become homeless?
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Work out how many children would represent
these numbers.

Homeless person sleeping in
Central Park, New York, USA

National Geographic, May 1993



Slums in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Picture from the book: Why do people live on the streets? By
Kaye Stearman, Hodder Wayland, London 2000

Think about it/

In many countries war has
left a lot of people without a
place to live. Most of them
are children.

Find out more...
about natural disasters and the amount of people they left homeless.
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What do you think we need for a reasonable
standard of life?

For a good standard of life we need:

Food to stay healthy.

Clean running water for drinking and washing.

Goods such as clothes, shoes and some other basic things.

Good, safe housing with room for everyone.

Facilities such as electricity, running water, clean streets and regular
rubbish collection.




Poverty
is the main
reason for
homelessness!!
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is one in five?




Think about it/

Research about homelessness in rich countries, such as Europe,
the USA and Australia, reveals that:

Most homeless people come from poor families.

Many homeless people have dropped out of school or lack job skills.
Many young homeless people have been in children’s homes or in fos-
ter care or have run away from home.

Many homeless people have been in juvenile detention or in prison.
Many homeless women and children lose their homes after families
split up.

Some people become homeless because they are mentally ill or have
addictions.

Many homeless people get some government support but others miss
out.

Many homeless people could find a home if cheaper housing was
available.

In poor countries homelessness is
more frequent and some of the rea-
sons why are different from here.
Washing up in the street.
Calcutta, India.

Picture from the book: Why do people live on the streets?
By Kaye Stearman, Hodder Wayland, London 2000




