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Studying at a Escola Oficial d’Idiomes by Montse Vi dal 

Everybody knows how important it is to learn languages both for personal reasons as for 
career purposes. But a recent development has made it even more important to learn 
languages at an academic level. Since last year Spanish students are being required to 
leave University and other institutions for higher education with a level of English that 
ranges from B1 to B2 (Common European Framework levels) depending on the institution 
or university.  

This is a consequence of the new Bologna requisites on the field of language 
competences and Spanish university students need to prove that they are capable of 
achieving that level if they want to engage in different academic activities such as 
Erasmus mobility or entrance to master programmes.  

The knowledge of English in an academic setting was one of the objectives set by the 
European Space for Higher Education, commonly known as Plan Bologna. The idea was 
to achieve this goal by teaching some subjects in English and by promoting student 
mobility in European countries (El Pais digital 10 November 2013  
http://sociedad.elpais.com/sociedad/2013/11/10/actualidad/1384118537_663491.html)
  

In Spain these requisites have not been fully implemented yet and the level of requisites 
varies substantially from autonomous region to autonomous region and from university to 
university. However, it is very clear that the necessity to improve the linguistic 
competence of Spanish students is there and that it is becoming increasingly important.  

The Escoles Oficials d’Idiomes are one of the official institutions of the Spanish 
educational system that issue certificates in accordance to the Common European 
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR); these levels range from A2 to B2.   

In general terms the CEFR describes language ability of students ranging on a scale from 
levels A1 for beginners up to C2 for those who are proficient users of that language. The 
good thing about the CEFR ratings is that everyone involved in language teaching 
(learners, teachers, teacher trainers, etc.) can now easily assess the level of different 
qualifications. In addition, also employers and educational institutions can compare 
qualifications and determine how these relate to the qualifications in their country.  

The fact that the Escoles Oficials d' idiomes are one the official institutions in Spain 
qualified to issue these certificates, makes them quite an important player in the 
acquisition of language competence in Spain. Therefore, studying in an EOI is not only a 
way to further your education on a personal level but a way to further promote your career 
as well.  
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SPEAKERS’ CORNER 

Our students want to express themselves and share ther opinions about... 

The importance of learning languages at an EOI  

“Both the world and the English language has become more global than ever... The EOI gives a unique 
opportunity to learn it at an  affordable price, and the level taught here is at least as good as the one taught 
in expensive academies”, - Sergio Pina. 

“The EOI stimulates sociocultural contents enriching the learning process with real communicative 
strategies” , - Edison Salas. 

“English is the most widely used language of the 21st centurty, and I hope this trend remains for the whole 
century, otherwise we are to hurry up to learn Chinese” , - Fidel Perez. 

“Communication and languages have become vital in the global world. Depending on your expectations 
English won’t be enough, but should be a good starting point!”,  - Javier Guerrero. 

“I decided to study English because I think Spain is the country with the worst level of English in Europe. In 
other countries, people are able to speak English very well, as well as their mother tongue. 
I want to learn English because it’s very important for me and for my job; nowadays a lot of people are 
leaving the country because it’s very difficult to get a job. I would want to improve my level in case I travel 
abroad. 
I chose the EOI because it’s a good school, this year I have learnt a lot this year and I’m happy with the 
method and the teacher. Plus, I will obtain an official degree. 
Definitely, I think we have to improve our English level in Spain and EOIs can help us.” Marc Sánchez 

And the C1 level that has been our first challenge during this academic year: 

“Among the most useful things I do remember some readings and videos which were impossible to 
comprehend. That means that the challenge and the efforts we were supposed to make corresponded to 
the expected level. One of the most obvious difference in comparison with other levels is the absence of 
grammar, which can be seen both positively and negatively. Positively because it avoids repetition and 
negatively, because it allows oblivion. I would recommend to the 5th level students to read and see films in 
English!” – Javier Guerrero. 

“The main difference between the C1 and other levels is your dedication. You should do extra work outside 
the classroom: see authentic TV series, read books and if possible, do it every day. If you are a 5th level-
student you cannot miss the opportunity to do the C1 course. I personally believe in public education, it will 
fulfil your expectations and in a few months you will feel proud of your progress. You only have to want to 
learn and enjoy!” – Fidel Perez. 

“The most useful things for me have been strategies that we learnt for becoming an accurate reader and a 
critical analyst, and also the use of functional language and idioms that enrich our dialogue and make it 
sound more natural. The main difference between the C1 course and other levels is the capacity to sum up 
longer texts and recognize the implicit meaning as well as the ability to use the language flexibly and 
effectively for academic and professional purposes, well-structured, detailed texts, cohesive devices. My 
tips for the 5th level students would be these: identify metaphor, distinguish fact from opinion, understand 
irony, go beyond listening for gist, focus on perceptive skills, practise outside the classroom regardless of 
the topic. And remember in real life you don’t normally listen to something twice!”,- Edison Salas. 

“Fluency is not an easy task, so for me the most useful feature in this course has been the rise of speaking 
practice in class as well as video watching. It is in the vast majority online videos rather than audio (which is 
by far way easier to understand. It is also clear that there is a big gap in terms of vocabulary and topics 
complexity compared to other levels. The future C1 students should expect more speaking practice and 
videos than before with the main focus on more complex topics. They will also find more difficult readings, 
and the answers off the reading tests are way more misleading than before.  

And my final tip: the more you practise, the better it is. Watching TV series or films in English and reading 
about the things you are interested in is always funny and you learn without noticing it”- Sergio Pina. 
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CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

During this course our students have done some cultural activities.  

 

Debt slaves  by Oscar Ramírez  

It is impossible to imagine the current world without talking about economy, 
finance and crisis. Therefore, the lecture on “Debt slaves” given by Oscar 
Ramírez has been chosen on purpose. Its main aim was to get our students 
exposed to the language related to financial affairs, enrich their vocabulary 
help them to successfully communicate on current, up-to-date topics.  

Oscar Ramírez is both an Economics teacher and a financial advisor. This 
year it has been his second conference at our EOI. He did his job really well 
and managed to grasp the audience’s attention and hold it throughout all 
his talk.  

It is usually taken for granted that talking about economy is dull and 
monotonous. But not when you have Oscar Ramírez standing in front of the 
students, enriching his speech with vivid examples, making it highly 
communicative and interactive, inviting the students to join in and 
participate, sharing his experience with them, being sometimes ironic and 
with a good sense of humour and teaching them idioms at the same time! 
His sessions that were aimed at higher levels (4th, 5th and C1), but even the 
intermediate - level students enjoyed them a lot. 

 



  

Activities by Susen Ahluwalia 
 

 

 
Verónica Luque, level 3  
Last Wednesday we had a visitor at the school. Our visitor was a pretty Indian woman who was born in 
the UK or had lived there for many years (I am not sure which!). Nowadays, she visits English Schools 
to tell students about the history of tea and British traditions in relation to tea. 

While she talked I could practice my listening skills and I could learn some interesting things.  

The most interesting thing I learnt was that the British people began to have their afternoon tea 
because of Queen Victoria. British people had two meals during the day but she was hungry in the 
afternoon and began to have people round to have tea with her. With their tea, they also ate some 
delicious cakes and biscuits. I also learnt two words that sound funny to me: dunkable and finger food. 

By the way, Susan brought some biscuits for us to taste. Maybe next time she will bring some English 
tea too and show us how to serve it! Come back soon, Susen!! 
 

Javier Narro, level 3 
Last Wednesday Susen came to our EOI and told us about the British tea culture. It was very 
interesting, I learnt a lot of new things I didn’t know, for example, when, why and how much tea they 
drink. She also told us about the different kinds of biscuits, cookies and cakes that British people eat 
with their tea. She spoke about gastronomy and fashion in Britain, too! She showed us some funny 
videos and photos and, finally, when we were all starving, she treated us with some delicious biscuits. 

I liked her very much, she was dynamic and funny and I was happy to see that I understood her English 
perfectly well! I wouldn’t mind attending another similar talk very soon, especially if there is some food, 
too! I’m joking! 

 

 

 

 

 

Tandoori paneer chicken  



 - 2 - 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 
CAKES AND SAVOURIES CONTEST 
Our winners and their recipes 
 

1st   
SMOKED SALMON SWISS ROLLS  by Zulema Villalba (English, Level 4)    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Ingredients 
4 eggs 
50 gr sugar 
125 gr self-raising flour 
200gr cream cheese 
300 gr smoked salmon 
Grated egg and lettuce 
Instructions 
Preheat oven up to 180C 
Beat the eggs with sugar 
Add flour 
Put the dough onto the baking tray with a silicon baking parchment o with a sheet of 
greaseproof paper and place it into the oven 
Bake it for about 10 minutes 
Remove the dough from the oven and spread the cream cheese and the smoked 
salmon onto it 
Roll it up carefully 
Put it on a serving plate and decorate it with cream cheese, grated eggs and lettuce 
Serve it cold 
Yummy, yummy! 
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2nd  
TUNA PIE  by Caterina Ávila(English, level 2) 

 

Ingredients 

Dough  
− 50g water 
− 50g extra virgin olive oil 
− 50g white wine 
− 90g butter  
− 1 tablespoon salt  
− 1 egg  
− 30g of baker's yeast  
− 450 g bread flour  

Filling 
− 4 green peppers 
− 2 onions  
− 350g of light tuna  
− some homemade tomato sauce  
− pitted green olives  
− piquillo peppers  
− olive oil for frying 
 
Instructions 

To make the dough 
Mix all the ingredients with the sifted flour and knead briskly. The butter should be 
melted and the egg should be at room temperature. Wrap the dough into a cling film 
and let it stand for half an hour. 
Then, split the dough into two layers. Stretch one half of the dough and place it on 
the previously greased baking tray. Reserve the other half to use it later. 
Heat the oven up to  180ºC/200ºC .  

To make the filling 
Fry onion and green pepper in olive oil until they get tender. Let them cool. Then, 
add generously tuna, green olives, homemade tomato sauce to taste and piquillo 
peppers on top. 
Fill with the tuna and add piquillo peppers on top. Top with the pie lid. Decorate 
according to the occasion. Brush the edges with egg then fold over the sides and 
press down with fingers to seal. 
Make two holes on the top, brush it with an egg and bake it for 35-40 minutes until it 
gets golden brown. Leave to cool slightly, then serve. 
Other suggestions 
It can be served as a main dish with a lettuce salad with a vinaigrette dressing. It 
goes well with chilled white wine and can be followed by apple milkshake as a 
dessert. 
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SAINT GEORGE’S DAY 

 
PHOTO CONTEST 

 
 

THE EXHIBITION 
 

           

 

 

  

 

 

THE WINNER AND HIS PHOTO 
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SAINT GEORGE’S DAY 
SHORT STORY CONTEST 

THE WINNER AND HER SHORT STORY 

“LATE AGAIN”  BY OLIHUAN (Olivia Sanchez, C1 level) 

“Waterloo, I was defeated, you won the war... Waterloo, promise to love you forever 
more...” The sound of the radio alarm clock that my grandma gave me for my 10th 
birthday woke me up gradually from a dream in which I was a super hero with 
special powers. In my dream I rescued my mum from the sharp claws of a terrible 
three-headed dragon and I carried her and Sam to the roof rerrace of Mr. Graham, a 
place that has always amazed me. 

Mr. Graham was a retired inventor whose terrce looked like an awesome museum 
full of odd stuff and morning-glory plants that in my dream were singing a song that I 
was not able to remember. 

More than once I had made up several excuses in order to visit his house and slip 
out discreetly to his terrace while he was rummaging in the larder looking for some 
saffron that I had asked him for. – Oh dear, my brain is not working as it should...so 
many years living here and I have never invented a machine to fix my 
memory...cumin, laurel, but where is saffron?- he muttered. 

Meanwhile, in Mr. Graham’s room terrace my imagination worked to  guess the use 
of those weid machines stacked up tidily in rows. – This one might be useful for 
removing salt from mum’s extremely salty hotpot, rhis one may turn Sam’s hairballs 
into flurry animals and this one... probably helps you to find unpaired socks inside 
the washing machine. 

An intense ray of sunlight on my left eye brought me back to reality. It was a lupe 
projecting an unpleasant heat over my face. In addition, Sam was licking insistently 
my cheek, acting as a secon wake-up alarm. 

What was true was the fact that it was Monday and I should have been on my way to 
school. Late again.  

A sudden loud noise made me jump out of my bed. It was coming from upstairs, 
from Mr. Graham’s attic. Without taking my pyjamas off, I put on my slippers and 
quickly went upstairs. Mr. Graham’s attic door was half-open and I dared to get 
inside the house. I realised that Sam was behibd me. All the windows were closed 
and the lack of light gave the living room  a dismal appearance. I decided to go to 
my favourite place in the house that I liked most of all: the terrace. 

What impressed me most when I put my foot into the terrace was the stunning 
change of the place. Now the high walls were perfectly painted and all Mr. Graham’s 
eccentric inventions had gone away.  

The only thing that remained in the corner of that empty place was someting similar 
to a metallic egg with blinking lights around its surface. The strange object was 
extremely shiny and when I got closer to it I could see that it was standing on a base 
which looked like a bascule as if it was suspended in the air. Instinctively, I tried to 
reach it out with my hand but a colossal blinding ray of light stopped me. 

“Waterloo, I was defeated, you won the war... Waterloo, promise to love you forever 
more...” 

- Ouch! – The ray of sunlight was burning my face again. – Sam, stop licking my 
cheek!- I’m arriving late to school...alibi? Daydreaming.  



  

 



 - 7 - 

Les danses bretonnes 
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JOYEUX NOËL !!!! 

 CONCOURS DE GÂTEAUX 
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Concours du meilleurConcours du meilleurConcours du meilleurConcours du meilleur gâteau de Noël gâteau de Noël gâteau de Noël gâteau de Noël    
 

Premier prix 
Alex, Niveau 1 

Gâteau au fromage, nº11 

Les ingrédients 

250 gr. de fromage philadelphia. 250 gr. de fromage mascarpone, 100 gr. de sucre, 15 gr. de 
maicena, trois œufs, deux jaune d’œufs et 200 gr. de crème. 

 

Préparation de la recette: 

Préchauffer le four à 200ºC. 

Dans un grand saladier, mélanger les deux fromages, les trois œufs et les deux jaunes d’œuf et 
bien battre. 

Rajouter le sucre, la maicena et rebattre. 

Rajouter le crème et rebattre. 

Verser la pâte dans un moule à gâteau et la faire cuire environ 40 ou 50 min à 180ºC. 

Lorsque le gâteau est cuit, sortez-le du four et laissez-le refroidir avant de le mettre dans le frigo. 

Vous pouvez retirer le moule et vous pouvez servir le gâteau à des amis ou à votre famille. 

Et voilà ! 
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Deuxième prix 
Silvia Satorra, Niveau 2 

Gâteau au chocolat blanc, nº4 

Les ingrédients 

50 gr. De levure, 1 pot de yaourt, 150 ml d’huile, 200 fr. de sucre, 450 gr. de farine, 3 œufs, 100 
gr. de chocolat blanc, décorations sucrées et colorées. 

 

Préparation de la recette: 

Mélanger tout simplement les ingrédients un à un, dans l’ordre ci-dessus. 

Verser la pâte dans un moule à gâteau. 

Puis, faire cuire à 180ºC (thermostat 6) pendant 30 min environ. 

Vérifier la cuisson avec la pointe d’un couteau, qui doit ressortir sèche. 

Couvrir le gâteau avec le chocolat blanc fondu et les décorations. 
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Premier prix 

Elsa Liébana, Niveau 2 

Gâteau au chocolat, nº21 

Deuxième prix 

Cinquième prix 
Kenza Zahir, Niveau 5 
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