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St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, is one of Christianity's most widely kno wn figures. 





St. Patrick's Day is celebrated on March 17, his religious feast day and the anniversary of his death in the fifth century. The Irish have observed this day as a religious holiday for thousands of years. �


On this day, Irish families would traditionally attend church in the morning and celebrate in the afternoon. 


One custom that is authentic is the use of shamrock on St. Patrick's Day. People will wear a sprig of shamrock on their clothing, which the Irish call "the wearing of the green." The Irish believe that St. Patrick used the shamrock, which has three leaves, to explain the Christian idea of the Trinity (the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost). 
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Mardi Gras is a traditional holiday celebrated in many of the southern states of the USA. It takes place in New Orleans, Louisiana. There, the people enjoy this celebration by going to parades where they catch "beads, doubloons, cups, and trinkets" that are all thrown from floats. 


They have masquerade balls and dress up in costumes for these events. In this event, it’s very common to eat King Cakes.








Mardi Gras came to New Orleans through its French heritage in 1699. Early explorers celebrated this French Holiday on the banks of the Mississippi River. Carnival quickly became an exciting holiday for children and adults. Mardi Gras means "Fat Tuesday" and of course is celebrated on that day of the week. 





�





The date can fall between February 3rd and March 9th depending on the Lunar calendar. Mardi Gras is always 47 days before Easter Sunday. The official colors for Mardi Gras are purple, green, and gold. These colors were chosen in 1872 by the King of Carnival, Rex. He chose these colors to stand for the following: 


Purple represents justice 


Green stands for faith 


Gold stands for power








The Mardi Gras holidays, begins on January 6 and continues until Fat Tuesday ( Mardi Gras ) .


Mardi Gras is known as the "biggest free show on earth" !











