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Pre-printing in graphic arts

Professional and work areas
• Graphic arts, press and advertising companies, involved in:

– Drawing, lay-out and obtaining of printing plates.

– Text and image processing.

– Integration and filming.

Job profile

• Processing, integration and filming of printing plates, controlling and maintaining the equipment necessary for obtaining the photoliths and plates at the required level of quality and within the required time.

Activity plan (Once agreed, it must be entered in the student’s practice book)
Formative activities

1. Preparing original texts

 Interpreting the dimensional, typographical and compositional characteristics of a text in the mock-up or stylesheet.

 Creation or adapting the stylesheet.

 Revising and checking the marked-up original.

2. Typesetting

 Interpreting the mock-up and marked-up specifications.

 Preparing the equipment, programs and materials required for typesetting.

 Entering the text in a computer system, either by typing, importation or by means of a character recognition system.

 Creating the computerised stylesheet.

 Typographical treatment of the text, either directly or via the computerised stylesheet.

3. Digital text make-up

Interpreting the mock-up and marked-up specifications.

 Preparing the equipment, programs and materials required for text make-up.

 Computerised text importation.

 On-screen page proofing.

4. Correcting typesetting proofs

 Operating the equipment and program.

 Obtaining proofs by computerised means.

 Interpreting the original text and the typesetting specifications.

 Checking and correcting.

 Preparing the proofs for checking by the client.

5. Revising and preparing original images for reproduction and processing

 Interpreting the dimensional and tonal characteristics of images to be processed and the established reproduction and processing specifications.

 Calculating the dimension of the reproduction, the reproduction factor and border measurements.

 Borders according to aesthetic criteria.

 Indication of representative density values.

 Visual analysis of colour dominants in polychromatic images.

6. Digitising and scanner and digital camera processing of digital images

Identifying the dimensional and tonal characteristics of the original image and digitisation parameters.

 Preparing the equipment, programs, materials and tools for image digitisation.

 Entering predigitisation parameters and obtaining the preliminary image.

 Digital image framing.

 Entering digitisation parameters and obtaining the image.

 Selecting computer format for storage of the digital image.

7. Black and white photographic image reproduction and obtaining photoliths through filming

 Identifying the dimensions and quality of image characteristics of the original image and the reproduction parameters.

 Selecting the working method, instruments, equipment and safety rules for reproduction.

 Determining exposure and processing parameters.

 Preparing reprophotographic and processing equipment, and the materials and tools required for image reproduction.

 Disposal of the original and photosensitive material.

 Exposure and processing photosensitive material.

8. Evaluating image proofs

 Checking proof characteristics with respect to the original, the patterns or treatment specifications.

 Detecting possible differences or errors and their causes.

 Determining any 
orrective action to be taken.

9. Creating master pages

 Setting measurements and lay-out, page format, borders, columns, column rules and guides; creation and importation of repetitive elements.

10. Digital make-up, obtaining photoliths by filming and evaluating image proofs

 Image processing: dimensional and tonal variations, application of filters, blending images, others.

 On-screen checking of processed images.

 Adapting computer storage or export format to the previous process.

 Obtaining digital proofs.

11. Maintenance of capture, digitisation, reproduction and image processing equipment

 Selecting and analysing technical information regarding equipment and maintenance.

 Detecting basic dysfunctions.

 Verifying functionality and safety, and compliance with regulations and specifications.

12. Processing, manual pre-editing, manual or computerised editing and light exposure

 Interpreting the mock-up, material and process specifications.

 Carrying out manual pre-editing, page matching, colour separation and page make-up.

 Selecting the processing method.

 Selecting the tools, utilities, materials or equipment and programs to be used.

 Lay-out of spaces and lines, crosses and other marks on the signature.

 Checking the processing.

 Determining exposure parameters.

 Controlling exposure of the board and assembly to light.

 Preparing development products and equipment and controlling the development process.

 Revising proofs.

13. Obtaining the different plates

 Offset.

 Rotogravure.

 Flexography.

 Silk-screen.

