CLASS ORGANISATION IN LESSONS IN ICT

“TALKING PICTURES” (Cicle mitjà)

“STUDY AND SELF-ORGANIZING SKILLS” (Cicle superior)

· Time:  one hour a week .  

· Methodology:  Under the CLIL approach, ICT will be taught taking into account the four Cs (Coyle) refering to Content, Cognitive skills, Culture and Communication.  You can see it very early at the lesson plans .

· Why this content: 

· (cicle mitjà)

The material in cicle mitjà is called “Talking pictures” as it is based in using images and drawing programmes as a base to create language .  The four skills are worked: listening, talking, reading and writing.

· (Cicle superior)

 Information and Communication Technologies is not a subject or an area but a tool for all subjects.  Nevertheless , as any other tool, has to be practised.  For that reason, in our ICT lessons , students practice technical aspects but in a contextualised way and trying to touch different subjects without forgetting there is an umbrella to cover them all and which is the “Study and self-organising skills”.

It fosters the pupils’ learning autonomy.

· Lesson plans:   the lesson plans  are organised in units of 2 or 3 sessions , each unit works on some specific content of ICT, thinking skills , attitudes or culture and language or communication. Contents of ICT ,  some specific language and cognitive skills are carefully planned in each lesson,  but  attitudes , social language and working language are treated cyclically so that they are treated in many lesson , sometimes spontaneously. For this reason they are detailed a part.

* Teacher’s notes:  Every session in cicle superior has teacher’s notes , they are just suggestions and a good language support for  the teacher.

·  Interaction.  Ways of working: students usually work in pairs for a clear reason, one culture or attitude objective is that they finish being able to work in pairs in a useful way for both.  They can help each other , they have to talk, discuss, wait, etc.  According to the theory of social constructivism (Vigotsky) people  have a zone proximal development where interaction with adults or peers  who are more knowledgeable helps to build the knowledge in a better way.  

-Pair-work:  all worksheets are designed to be done in pairs sharing ideas and turns.  They have to practice strategies to get on well , to achieve good results respecting each other’s ideas and both putting in the necessary effort.

-Individual work:  sometimes to assess individual achievements , they will be asked to do some individual work but always at the end of some practice in pairs.

· How  attend diversity of capacities and speeds:

· In pair work, they can help each other, and they can do the work together and save it in both folders.

· In some units, there are two worksheets, some pairs will just make the a) worksheet and the early finishers will have the opportunity to do a b) worksheet which will help them to go a little further or to assimilate  contents better.  In some cases the b) worksheet is more open and creative.
*  Use of language:  the teacher will always speak English in class .  If she/he feels the necessity to speak Catalan for some concrete reason she/he can use some strategy such as going  out of the class with some student, or talk to them after the class.  To promote  the use of English between pupils, they can use a language card with key sentences to talk to the teacher and to the partner.  In their route map there is an incentive activity to motivate them using English: every time they use the language targeted in the learning intentions poster , they can colour one boat, they can tell their partner to do it if they hear him/her  saying that sentence .
· Assessment: The assessment activities can be done individually  or in pairs  and we can use different instruments :  

· Direct observation

· Their portfolio

· Their route map and self-assessment

· Their peer assessment

· An individual oral or written test.

· Learning intentions:  there will be three posters on the wall with the main learning intentions of that unit about:

· contents

· language of use

· attitude

  They will be changed every unit and they will write them using a feltpen.  They will write their learning intentions in their ‘route map’ booklet, too.

· ‘My route Map’ booklet and assessment:

a) Route map and self-assessment: It is the first part of a  booklet  where they write the learning intentions of each unit , talk about them : if they think they will be easy, or difficult, funny or boring, if they think they already can do them, etc. and at the end of the unit , they circle the grade they think they have achieved those aims. (it is individual)

b) Peer-assessment: it is the second part of the booklet and it includes the assessment :

· About their achievements at work : they note down their achievements and their problems . In pairs, they note if they can do something or say something , the evaluation is between the two, one is examined and the other is the examiner.

· About attitudes or culture:  this is an evaluation  to be done, discussing with the partner and the teacher (maybe here we will need to use some Catalan)

* Awareness of the learning process:  At the end of some sessions, we will talk about how they think they are learning, where have they found help, where have they found difficulties... The teacher will use a special sheet with some key sentences.

* Material : in some lessons they are asked to do exercises on the computer , they save the new documents in their folders, and they will print them. Sometimes they will need to take notes in pen or fill some worksheet . They will have a dossier with worksheets they need to copy texts  or to read information from. All the printed sheets will be kept in a plastic bag and at the end of the course we will put a spiral binding with a cover saying ICT in English.  We will add the pages of next year or we will add them to the previous one. 

They will also have an individual route map and self-assessment booklet always on their tables .

* Scheme of work in class:  In order to generate an atmosphere that helps to immerse the pupils in English, it is very important to establish a set of routines for the beginning and the end of each lesson.  Every class would , have, more or less, this structure:
· 1st:Daily routines: 

-    greetings 

-    date on blackboard 

-    talk about the weather, things that have happened, etc. 

· remember basic rules and attitudes as sit properly, listen carefully, work properly in pairs, speak softly .

· Revise previous class.

· Define  learning intentions on that unit about  ICT skills, write them on their “route map” , talk about them and the learning intentions about language we are going to use and attitudes we are going to be aware of. We will stick them with velcro on the three posters on the wall.

· Organise students in front of the computers. They have two different roles. One is the “Mouse keeper” and the other is the “speaker”.  Both wear a medal with the name because in this way I am sure that both use the mouse and both talk to me.  They can change their role in the middle of the class or next day.

· 2nd: Revise vocabulary, read and explain the worksheet of that lesson all together with on a big screen
· 3rd. Pair work on computers:  They do the activities required on that class following the instructions of the teacher.  In some classes they will work freely and in others they will have to follow the instructions.
· 4th: reflection or self-assessment (talking) on things done.  Think about :
-    5th: Other uses. Application of study skills in other subjects.

-    6th: Fill in the route map about their achievements

