LANGUAGE

Introduction


This chart includes the language we want them to learn and use.  The language we want them to produce so the active language.  We divide it in four different groups depending on their purpose.

· CONTENT LANGUAGE:  

Language refered to ICT.

· SOCIAL FUNCTIONS: 

What is it: The language we would use everyday in any class.  The language usually learnt specifically in the second language classes. This is the easiest to work on as the teacher can control it, although our objective should be that the student take the iniciative and start the dialogue, not use just answers but also the questions.

How to work on it : students use it in real situations spontaneously.  For this to happen we can use some strategies.  One could be , rehearse dialogues in format of role-plays, make them learn their text and every two weeks , learn a new one.  They can be practiced in the english class, as well.  Another strategie could be , let them tick some box in a chart on the world everytime they hear they partner speaking English and another one could be, give a sticker from time to time when you hear them speaking spontaneously in English.  All these are mesures that at the beginning you might use a lot but little by little hey should dissapear.



How to assess it:  this language can be assessed by direct observation everyday ,  in the written test you can make them complete some dialogue, or in the class where you will be working the role-play (knowing it is not a spontaneous use, but you can assess memory, pronunciation, intonation, desire to use it...)

· WORKING LANGUAGE:  

What is it: The language they need to work either in whole-class activities,  in pair or group work activities and to speak to the teacher.   And the language for the teacher to manage the class.

How to work on it: They need to have a general support as posters or big charts in call outs to see clearly it is a conversation, one question, one answer, in the class but also some personal cards which help them specifically in every lesson and exercise.

How to assess it:  everyday observation or  in a specific oral exercise to be tested.

· THINKING LANGUAGE:  

What is it: the language they need to be able to work on the cognitive skills we want.  It is the most difficult and the least trained, so it is a big challenge for the teacher.

How to work on it: it has to be worked in class in the specific exercise they need it , always orally and with the help of the teacher.

How to assess it:  always orally with a personal conversation.


* Curricular English:  language (mainly vocabulary fields) studied during the curricular English class that can be revised .

We have to bear in mind it is not a closed list, we can add new functions or new structures if we think our pupils need them or prefer them from others we propose.  In some way they have to feel they are creating their own language with the help of the teacher,  but to get here we need time and practice.


It would be positive that the language aspects could be discussed with the english teacher who could be keen on practising some of the structures in the curricular English class .

Let’s have a look at the main vocabulary, functions and structures we want to work, although , they will never be complete as the teacher can always take advantage of the things children say in class.
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SOCIAL LANGUAGE
STRUCTURES

1. Greetings
-Hello. Hi.  How are you?

-I’m fine, thank you, and you?

I’m very well /I don’t feel well.



2. Asking for and answering feelings
· What’s the matter?

· What’s the problem.

· 

3. Giving thanks
· Thank you , very much

· You are welcome./Not at all

· 

4. Saying sorry
· I’m sorry

· Don’t worry

5. Likes /dislikes
· Do you like my new jumper

· Oh, yes, I do, I love it.



6. Asking for permission
· May I go to the toilet, please?

· 

WORKING LANGUAGE
STRUCTURES

* TO WORK THE WHOLE-CLASS
(classroom management)

-giving and following instructions on written work.


Copy, write, answer, match, join, search, guess, draw, find...

-giving and following instructions on oral/body work
Sit down, sit properly

Stand up

Make a circle
Make a line

Come to the blackboard

Be silent

Silence, please

Speak softly

Help your partner

* TO SPEAK TO THE TEACHER


Asking for help
Can you help us, please?

Asking for meanings
What does ... it mean, please?

What is a ...?

Say you don’t understand
I/we don’t understand.

Say you have finished or not
We haven’t finished. We have finished

Asking for correction
Is it correct/OK/right)

* TO WORK IN PAIRS


- talking about turns
Whose turn is it?

It’s my turn.  It’s my go

Now me. Now, you.

- likes and dislikes (about work)
-Do you like this...?

· Mmm, not very much. Why don’t we...



- Asking for help


- Saying thank you


- Asking to borrow material
· Can I borrow your rubber , please?

· Yes , of course

Sorry, I haven’t got one.

- Ask if somebody has...
· Have you got a ...?

· No, sorry, I haven’t



-Asking/proposing to change the activity
· Let’s change the activity.

· Why don’t we change the activity?

· It’s time to finish

Language for classroom management

1. Revising

Can anyone

Who can
remember

tell me
what we
did

talked about

learned
last lesson?

Was it OK/easy/difficult?

Did you find it OK/easy/difficult?

2. Saying what the lesson will be about

What we’re going to do today is

Today we’re going to


learn about

cover

read about

write about

discuss
……….

First

Then

Next

After that

Finally
I’m

we’re


going to
learn about

read about

write about

discuss

do.
……..



The first/next  thing I’m/we’re going to do is



3. Signalling the end of one phase of a lesson and the beginning of another

Right

OK

Now

4. Summarising

So what have we said/learned?

So let’s sum up/summarise

Who can summarise?

5. Moving on to the next phase

Right

OK

Now


let’s

shall we

let me

can we/I…(?)
move on (to the next point)

go on

continue

do…


The next point/question is…
6. 
6. Finishing the lesson
Right

OK
let’s 

I’m/we’re going to
stop 

finish
there

here

Next lesson

In the next lesson


I’ll…

we’ll…


I’m…

we’re going to…

Setting homework

For homework
I want you to
do…

read…

write…


do…

read…

write…

Eliciting responses

Put your hands up if

Hands up if
you                                  
know…

can say…

can tell me..

Who knows…?

Who can say…?

Who can tell me…?

Do you know…?

Does anybody know…?

Can anybody say…?

Can anybody tell me…?

Who wants to start?

Who is going to start?

Who would like to start?

Any volunteers?

Moving to another student

Anybody else?

Does anybody else know?

Do you agree with what …says?

Is that right?

Is that OK?

Are you happy with that?

Any objections?

Eliciting opinions

What do you think?

What’s your opinion/view?

Encouraging learners

Think

Try

Come on

You know this

Help her/him

Let me give you a clue/hint

Take your time

Encouraging a learner to continue

Yes, go on

Yes, and what else?

Asking a learner to repeat

Say that again

Again

Once more

More slowly

Acknowledging what a learner says

OK                                         (falling intonation) = final

Fine


       

Right                                       

Good


        (rising intonation) = answer incomplete; go on

Yes

Praising a learner

Exactly

That’s 


god

very good

excellent

perfect

correct

great

Exactly
 , Correct

Good, great
Very good

Excellent

Perfect

Correcting

No

That’s (completely) wrong

Not exactly

Not quite

Not really

That’s partly true

That’s part of the answer

One small mistake

Try again

Have another go

Emphasising 

This is an important word/concept

I want you to remember this

Make sure you remember this

Don’t forget this

Make a (mental) note of this

Checking Understanding

OK?

Is that clear?

Everybody clear?

Do you understand?

Does everybody understand?

Do you follow?

Getting Attention

Can I have your attention?

Pay attention

Listen (carefully)

I want you to listen (carefully)

Drawing attention to the board

Look this way

Look here

Look at this

Drawing attention to a book

Turn to page…

Look at page…

Working things out/thinking aloud

Let’s see

Let me see

Wait a minute

Just a minute

Talking to individuals

Can I 

Let me 
see

have a look at
your book

your work

what you’ve done

what you’ve got

Forming groups

I want you to

You’re going to

We’re going to
work in groups

from groups

get into groups
of about
Five

Six

Ten

Turn round

Work with


the person 
next to

in front of

behind
you


…..

You have


5 

10 
minutes

Giving instructions

Right

OK

Now
listen carefully.

listen.
This what I want you to do

What I want you to do is

What you’re going to do is
….

Does everybody understand?

Source for parts of the above: Willis, J., 1981. Teaching English through English. London: Longman

THINKING LANGUAGE
STRUCTURES

1. REMEMBERING


Describing
This is...+adjectives

Relating
This goes with...

Locating
This /it is...

Naming
It is a..they are...

Finding
It is near...




2. UNDERSTANDING


Explaining
It means...

What does it mean?

How do you say...?

(Connectors) First you...

Then

Finally

3. APPLYING


Solving
Maybe, we can...

The solution is...

Classifying
This goes...

Changing information formats


This means...

4. ANNALYSING


Analysing
This is...because...

I like ...because...

Contrasting


This is ...but...

This is better/worse because...

(comparatives/superlatives)

5. EVALUATING


Choosing
I/We prefer...

I/we like...

Deciding
I/ We decide...

We are going to...

Judging
In my opinion...

I think...

6. CREATING


Planning
We are going to...

We plan to...

Devising
This is a ...that can...

Inventing
We are going to invent ...

THINKING LANGUAGE FOR THE TEACHER

It could be included in the idea of language for learning thinking skills according to the skills detailed by Bloom:

1. REMEMBERING

· Can you remember...?

· Who was that...?

· What happened...?

· What did we do ...?  We learnt how to ...
· Can you tell why...? Because...
· What is...? It’s a....

2. UNDERSTANDING

* Can you explain...?

· what do you think we need?  We need a .......

· What difference exist between...? A is ....and/but  B is ................

· What do you have to do when/after...? You have to...
· (classifying)  Which of these go together?

· How are these things alike/different?
3. APPLYING

· When can we use this kind of mind map?  

· Say another situation where...

· What would you change/add?  I would add /write/draw...
4. ANALYSING

· What do you think is the problem?  The problem is that...
· Whan can we do?  We can...

· What other possibilities do we have?  We can...
· Which one do you prefer? I prefer.../ I like /I don’t like

5. EVALUATING

· Do you think this is right?  I think...

· Do you think of another way to do it?

· Do you agree with?

· Is this the best way...?

6. CREATING

· Can you imagine...

· Can you create...

· Can you invent...

· Can you design...?

· What would happen if...?

Note:  Words in black are the ones used by the teacher and the pupils have to understand (passive language) words in blue are the ones used by the students.

ICT VOCABULARY
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