Enlightenment: Voltaire and the idea of Equality

“Does a dog need another dog, or a horse, another horse? No animal depends on any other of its species. Man, however, has received that divine inspiration that we call Reason. And what has it wrought (achieved)? Slavery almost everywhere we turn.

If this world were as good as it seems it could be, if everywhere man could find a livelihood (means of living) that was easy and assured a climate suitable to his nature, it is clear that it would be impossible for one man to enslave another. 
If this globe were covered with wholesome fruit, if the air, which normally should contribute to our lives, did not carry disease or death, if man needed no other lodging and bed than those the buck (male deer) and his doe (female deer) require, then the Genghis-Khans and Tamerlans would have no servants other than their own children decent enough to help them in their old age.
If some individual of tyrannous mind and brawny (strong) arm had the idea of enslaving his neighbour who is weaker than he, it would be impossible; the oppressed would be on the Danube before the oppressor had taken his measures on the Volga. 
If all men then were without needs, they would thus be necessarily equal. It is poverty that is a part of our species that subordinates one man to another (..).
In our unhappy world it is impossible for men living in society not to be divided into two classes:

The rich who command, and the poor who serve. These two classes are then subdivided into a thousand, and these thousand have even more subtle differences.
 (…) Equality is therefore both the most natural of things, as well as the most unreal.

As men go to extremes in everything when they can, this inequality has been exaggerated. It has been claimed in many countries that it was not permissible for a citizen to leave the country where fate has placed him. The idea behind this law is obvious: "This land is so bad and so badly governed that we forbid anyone to leave for fear that everyone will leave." Do better: make all your subjects want to live in your country, and make foreigners want to come.”
Voltaire : The Philosophical Dictionary. 1765

1. Define Voltaire’s idea of equality. How was Ancien Regime society far from being equal? Which other Enlightened philosophers gave ideas for the revolutions to come?  What were these ideas?

