


THIS LITTLE ,BOOK. CONTANS A SUM-
ARY OF. the %nl}_-:}(]?(fl @é‘mns
?onv&r]lpgn on the Rights of
he Child
“A CONVENtion 15 AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN
COUNTRIES TO OBEY THE SAME LAW. THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND AGREED TO OBEY
(RATIFIEDY THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS
OF THE CHILD ON 16 DECEMBER, 1991. THAT
MEANS OUR GOVERNMENT
NOW HAS TO MAKE SURE
THAT EVERY CHILD HAS ALL
i iat THE RIGHTS IN THE CONVEN-
TION, EXCEPT THE T\A(O
THEY HAVE ‘Feservations
ABOUT
_/ cArticles 10
; AND 37>

Article 1

EVERYONE UNDER 18 YEARS OF
AGE HAS ALL THE RIGHTS IN THIS
CONVENTION.

Article 2

THE CONVENTION APPLIES TO
EVERYONE, WHATEVER THEIR RACE,
RELIGION, ABILITIES; WHATEVER THEY
THINK OR SAY, WHATEVER TYPE OF
FAMILY THEY COME FROM.



Article 3

ALL ORGANISATIONS CONCERNED
WITH CHILOREN SHOULD WORK
TOWARDS WHAT 1S BEST FOR EACH
CHILD.

Article 4

GOVERNMENTS SHOULD MAKE
THESE RIGHTS AVAILABLE TO
CHILOREN.

Article 5

GOVERNMENTS
SHOULD RESPECT
THE RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITIES OF
FAMILIES TO DIRECT
AND GUIDE THEIR
CHILOREN SO THAT,
AS THEY GROW, THEY
LEARN TO USE THEIR
RIGHTS PROPERLY.

Article 6

ALL CHILOREN HAVE THE RIGHT
TO LIFE. GOVERNMENTS SHOULD
ENSURE THAT CHILODREN SURVIVE
AND DEVELOP HEALTHILY.



Article 7

ALL CHILOREN HAVE THE RIGHT
TO A LEGALLY REGISTERED NAME,
AND NATIONALITY. ALSO THE RIGHT
TO KNOW AND AS FAR AS
POSSIBLE, TO BE CARED FOR
BY THEIR PARENTS.

Article 8

GOVERNMENTS SHOULD RESPECT
CHILOREN'S RIGHT TO A NAME, A
NATIONALITY AND FAMILY TIES.

Article 9

CHILDREN SHOULD NOT BE
SEPARATED FROM THEIR PARENTS
UNLESS IT IS FOR THEIR OWN
GOOUD. FOR EXAMPLE, IF A PARENT
IS MISTREATING OR NEGLECTING A
CHILD. CHILDREN WHOSE PARENTS
HAVE SEPARATED HAVE THE
RIGHT TO STAY IN CONTACT
WITH BOTH PARENTS,
UNLESS THIS MIGHT
HURT THE CHILD.

Article 10

FAMILIES WHO LIVE N
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES SHOULD
BE ALLOWED TO MOVE BETWEEN
THOSE COUNTRIES SO THAT
PARENTS AND CHILOREN CAN
STAY IN CONTACT, OR GET
BACK TOGETHER AS A FAMILY.
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Artcle 13

CHILDREN HAVE THE RIGHT TO

Article 11 GET AND TO SHARE INFORMATION,

GOVERNMENTS SHOULD TAKE AS LONG A5 THE INFORMATION I5
5TEPS TO STOP CHILDREN BENG NOT DAMAGING TO THEM OR TO
TAKEN OUT OF THEIR OWN OTHERS,

COUNTRY ILLEGALLY.

Article 14

CHILOREN HAVE THE RIGHT TO
THINK AND BELIEVE WHAT THEY
WANT, AND TO PRACTISE THEIR
RELIGION, AS LONG AS THEY ARE
NOT STOPPING OTHER PEOPLE
FROM ENJOYING THEIR RIGHTS.
PARENTS SHOULD GUIDE THEIR
CHILOREN ON THESE MATTERS.

Article 12

CHILODREN HAVE THE RIGHT TO
SAY WHAT THEY THINK SHOULD
HAPPEN, WHEN ADULTS ARE MAKING
DECISIONS THAT AFFECT THEM, AND
TO HAVE THEIR OPINIONS TAKEN
INTO ACCOUNT.




Article 15

CHILDREN HAVE THE RIGHT TO
MEET TOGETHER AND TO JONN
GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS, AS
LONG AS THIS DOES NOT STOP
OTHER PEOPLE FROM ENJOVYING
THEIR RIGHTS.

Article 16

CHILDREN HAVE A RIGHT TO
PRIVACY. THE LAW SHOULD
PROTECT THEM FROM ATTACKS
AGAINST THEIR WAY OF LIFE, THEIR
GOOU NAME, THEIR FAMILIES AND
THEIR HOMES.

Article 17

CHILDREN HAVE THE RIGHT TO
RELIABLE INFORMATION FROM THE
MASS MEDIA. TELEVISION, RADIO,
AND NEWSPAPERS SHOULD
PROVIPDE INFORMATION
THAT CHILODREN CAN
UNDERSTAND AND
SHOULD NOT PROMOTE
MATERIALS THAT
COULD HARM -
CHILOREN.




Article 18

BOTH PARENTS SHARE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR BRINGING
UP THEIR CHILDREN, AND SHOULD
ALWAYS CONSIDER WHAT IS BEST
FOR EACH CHILD. GOVERNMENTS
SHOULD HELP PARENTS BY
PROVIDNG SERVICES TO
SUPPORT THEM, ESPECIALLY
IF BOTH PARENTS WORK.

Article 19
GOVERNMENTS SHOULD
ENSURE THAT CHILDREN
ARE PROPERLY CARED
FOR, AND PROTECT THEM
FROM VIOLENCE, ABUSE
AND NEGLECT BY THEIR
PARENTS, OR
ANYONE ELSE
WHO LOOKS
AFTER THEM.

Artcle 20

CHILDREN WHO CANNOT BE
LOOKED AFTER BY THEIR OWN
FAMILY MUST BE LOOKED AFTER
PROPERLY, BY PEOPLE WHO
RPESPECT THEIR RELIGION, CULTURE
AND LANGUAGE.

Article 21

WHEN CHILODREN ARE ADOPTED
THE FIRST CONCERN MUST BE
WHAT 1S BEST FOR THEM. THE
SAME RULES SHOULD APPLY
WHETHER THE CHILOREN ARE
ADOPTED N THE COUNTRY WHERE
THEY WERE BORN, OR IF THEY
ARE TAKEN TO LIVE IN
ANOTHER COUNTRY.
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Article 22

CHILDREN WHO COME INTO A
COUNTRY AS REFUGEES SHOULD
HAVE THE SAME RIGHTS AS
CHILOREN BORN IN THAT COUNTRY.

Article 23

CHILDREN WHO HAVE ANY KIND
OF DISABILITY SHOULD HAVE
SPECIAL CARE AND SUPPORT,
SO THAT THEY CAN LEAD FULL
AND INDEPENDENT LIVES.

Article 24

CHILODREN HAVE THE RIGHT TO
GOOUD QUALITY HEALTH CARE, TO
CLEAN WATER, NUTRITIOUS FOOO
AND A CLEAN ENVIRONMENT, SO
THAT THEY WILL STAY HEALTHY.
RICH COUNTRIES SHOULD HELP
POORER COUNTRIES ACHIEVE THIS,




Article 25

CHILDREN WHO ARE LOOKED
AFTER BY THEIR LOCAL AUTHORITY,
RPATHER THAN THEIR PARENTS,
SHOULD HAVE THEIR SITUATION
REVIEWED REGULARLY.

Article 26

THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD
PROVIDE EXTRA MONEY FOR THE
CHILOREN OF FAMILIES IN NEED.

Article 27

CHILODREN HAVE A RIGHT TO A
STANDARD OF LIVING THAT IS
GOOUD ENOUGH TO MEET THEIR
PHYSICAL AND MENTAL NEEDS.
THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD HELP
FAMILIES WHO CANNOT AFFORD TO
PROVIDE THIS,

Article 28

CHILODREN HAVE A RIGHT TO AN
EDUCATION. DISCIPLINE IN SCHOOLS
SHOULD RESPECT CHILDREN'S
HUMAN DIGNITY. PRIMARY
ECUCATION SHOULD BE FREE.
WEALTHY COUNTRIES SHOULD
HELP POORER COUNTRIES
ACHIEVE THIS,

Article 29

ECUCATION SHOULD ODEVELOP
EACH CHILD'S PERSONALITY AND
TALENTS TO THE FULL. IT
SHOULD ENCOURAGE CHILDREN
TO RESPECT THEIR PARENTS,
AND THEIR OWN AND OTHER
CULTURES.

Article 30

CHILOREN HAVE A RIGHT TO
LEARN AND USE THE LANGUAGE
AND CUSTOMS OF THEIR FAMILIES,
WHETHER THESE ARE SHARED BY
THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLE IN THE
COUNTRY OR NOT.
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Article 31

ALL CHILOREN HAVE A RIGHT TO
RELAX AND PLAY, AND TO JON N
A WIDE RANGE OF ACTIVITIES.

Article 32

THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD
PROTECT CHILDREN FROM WORK
THAT 1S DANGEROUS, OR MIGHT
HARM THEIR HEALTH OR THEIR
EDUCATION.

Article 33

THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD
PROVIDE WAYS OF PROTECTING
CHILOREN FROM DANGEROUS
DORUGS.

Article 34

THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD
PROTECT CHILOREN FROM SEXUAL
ABUSE.

Article 35

THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD
MAKE SURE THAT CHILDREN
ARE NOT ABUDUCTED OR SOLD.

Article 36

CHILODREN SHOULD BE
PROTECTED FROM ANY
ACTIVITIES THAT COULD HARM
THEIR OEVELOPMENT.




Article 37

CHILDREN WHO BREAK THE LAW
SHOULD NOT BE TREATED CRUELLY.
THEY SHOULD NOT BE PUT IN
PRISON WITH ADULTS AND SHOULD
BE ABLE TO KEEP IN CONTACT
WITH THEIR FAMILIES.
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Article 38

GOVERNMENTS SHOULD NOT
ALLOW CHILODREN UNDER 16 TO
JON THE ARMY. CHILDREN IN WAR
ZONES SHOULD RECEIVE SPECIAL
PROTECTION.

Artccle 39

CHILDREN WHO HAVE BEEN
NEGLECTED OR ABUSED SHOULD
RECEIVE SPECIAL HELP TO
RESTORE THEIR SELF-RESPECT.
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Article 40

CHILOREN WHO ARE ACCUSED
OF BREAKING THE LAW SHOULD
RECEIVE LEGAL HELP PRISON
SENTENCES FOR CHILOREN SHOULD
ONLY BE USED FOR THE MOST
SERIOUS OFFENCES.

Article 41

IF THE LAWS OF A PARTICULAR
COUNTRY PROTECT CHILDREN
BETTER THAN THE ARTICLES OF
THE CONVENTION, THEN THOSE
LAWS SHOULD STAY.

Article 42

THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD
MAKE THE CONVENTION KNOWN TO
PARENTS AND CHILOREN.

THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF
THE CHILD HAs 54 articles N ALL.
ARTICLES 43-54 ARE ABOUT HOW
ADULTS AND GOVERNMENTS SHOULD

WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE surRe all
CHILDREN GET ALL THEIR RIGHTS,
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Whose responsibility?

CHILDREN'S RIGHTS ARE A
special case BecAause many oF
THE RIGHTS LAID DOWN IN THE
CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF
THE CHILD HAVE TO BE PROVIDED
BY ADULTS OR THE STATE.

HOWEVER, THE CONVENTION ALSO
REFERS TO THE responshilites
OF CHILDREN, IN PARTICULAR TO
RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF OTHERS,
ESPECIALLY THEIR PARENTS CARTICLE
29).

HERE ARE SOME SUGGESTIONS OF
THE RESPONSIBILITIES THAT COULD
ACCOMPANY RIGHTS...

**  IF EVERY CHILD REGARDLESS
OF THEIR SEX, ETHNIC ORIGIN,
SOCIAL STATUS, LANGUAGE, AGE,
NATIONALITY OR RELIGION HAS
THESE RIGHTS, THEN THEY also
have a responsbility To respect
EACH OTHER IN A HUMANE WAY.

**  IF CHILDREN HAVE A RIGHT TO
BE PROTECTED FROM CONFLICT,
CRUELTY, EXPLOITATION AND NEG-
LECT, TREN. THEY also have a
responsiility NnoT To BULLY o
HARM EACH OTHER.
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** IF CHILDREN HAVE A RIGHT TO
A CLEAN ENVIRONMENT, THEN THEY
also have a responshility To o
WHAT THEY CAN TO LOOK AFTER
THEIR ENVIRONMENT.

**  IF CHILDREN HAVE A RIGHT TO
BE EDUCATED THEN THeY have the
obligation To LearN A5 muCH AS
THEIR CAPABILITIES ALLOW AND
WHERE POSSIBLE, SHARE THEIR
KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE WITH
OTHERS.

**  IF ALL CHILDREN HAVE A RIGHT
TO A FULL LIFE, THEN THEY SHOULD
also lend help so THe NEeEeDY,
THE DISADVANTAGED AND THE
VICTIMS OF DISCRIMINATION ALSO
ENJOY THIS RIGHT.

**  IF CHILDREN HAVE A RIGHT TO
FREEDOM OF THOUGHT, CONSCIENCE
AND RELIGION, THEN THEY also
have the obligation to respect
OTHER'S THOUGHTS OR RELIGIOUS
PRINCIPLES.

YOU CAN PROBABLY THINK
OF MANY MORE.

PERIVEC FROM A UNIVERSAL PECLARATION OF HUMAN
RESPONSIBILITIES BY AN ORGANISATION CALLEDC WORLD
GOOPWILL, COMPOSED OF EX-HEADS OF STATE.
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cHeck ouT UNICEF UK's wesite
FOR CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE

www. therightssite.org.uk
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