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Teachers

Fanny Brugués  5A, 

Mike  Buck       5B and 5C

Carles Díaz    (curs de mestres)

Objectives

According to the new curriculum drawn up by the Departament d’Ensenyament (resolució de 12 de juny de 1998), these are the objectives to be reached by the end of the Advanced Cycle (Cicle Superior).

1. Utilitzar el coneixement ampli dels aspectes formals de la llengua per assolir un grau elevat de precisió id adequació, tant en la comprensió com en l’expressió.

2. Utilitzar l’idioma per expressar les pròpies opinions i sentiments.

3. Mostrar un cert domini de les estratègies comunicatives, tant lingüístiques com no lingüístiques.

4. Comprendre les idees principals i extreure informació específica de textos orals de tipologia diversa, encara que les condicions d’audició siguin poc favorables i la pronunciació no sigui estàndard.

5. Comprendre les idees principals i extreure informació específica de textos escrits de tipologica diversa, mostrant sensibilitat per les diferències d’estil i les figures retòriques.

6. Identificar la funció i la tipologia d’un text o document, tant oral com escrit, així com la intenció del seu autor o emissor.

7. Llegir i comprendre una àmplia gamma de textos extensos no especialitzats.

8. Comprendre missatges orals sense la presència de l’emissor, superant els obstacles deguts a sorolls ambientals, rapidesa i pronunciacions no estàndard.

9. Copsar les actituds, els estats d’ànim i la intenció de les persones que parlen i la relació entre elles.

10. Respondre amb immediatesa i de manera adequada en diferents circumstàncies.

11. Produir textos extensos amb objectius i funcions diverses, organitzant les idees i la informació de manera coherent i entenedora, mostrant precisió en l’expressió i domini dels diferents registres.

12. Mostrar un cert domini dels usos i convencions socials de la llengua i dels diferents registres.

13. Utilitzar un vocabulari ampli amb expressions idiomàtiques, a més de varietat de connectors i marcadors textuals.

14. Utilitzar amb correcció els fonemes i els trets suprasegmentals més usuals en l’expressió oral. 

15. Participar en debats i discussions sobre temes d’interès general o d’actualitat amb certa fluïdesa i espontaneïtat, mostrant capacitat d’argumentació.

16. Utilitzar amb facilitat i eficàcia els recursos i materials de consulta a l’abast per ampliar coneixements i resoldre dubtes.

17. Utilitzar el coneixement d’aspectes socioculturals dels països parlants de la llengua per incrementar la comprensió i enriquir la comunicació.

18. Incorporar en el discurs propi els elements distintius que fan que aquell soni més natural o proper a la llengua que parlen els nadius.

19. Utilitzar les estratègies lingüístiques i d’aprenentatge desenvolupades per reflexionar i corregir els propis errors i deficiències en l’expressió i en la comprensió, tant orals com escrits.

20. Mostrar la capacitat de continuar l’aprenentatge de l’idioma de forma autònoma.
Course book

5A – Inside Out  Advanced (MacMillan)

5B and 5C – Advanced Language Practice (MacMillan)

Curs de mestres – New Headway Advanced  

Readers

· The first reader is a collection of short stories: 

Short Cuts – Raymond Carver (Harvill Press) 
· The second reader is a novel: 

The No.1 Ladies’ Detective Agency - Alexander McCall Smith. (Abacus)

Recommended Grammar/Vocabulary books 

HEWINGS, Martin. Advanced English Grammar in Use. Cambridge. (C.U.P.)

McCARTHY & O’DELL English Vocabulary in Use. Advanced. Cambridge (C.U.P. 2002)

McCARTHY & O’DELL Phrasal Verbs in Use. Cambridge. (C.U.P.)

FOLEY & HALL. Advanced Learners’ Grammar. Longman

THORNBURY, Scott. Natural Grammar. Oxford.

CLARK & POINTON. Word for Word. Oxford

Recommended  Dictionaries

Advanced Learner’s Dictionary  (with CD-Rom).Cambridge: C.U.P. 2005

Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (with CD-Rom). Oxford: O.U.P. 2004

Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary  (with CD-Rom).Collins Cobuild: Richmond. 2003

Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms (O.U.P. 2002)
Recommended Pronunciation Manuals

M.HANCOCK. English Pronunciation in Use. Cambridge 2003

M.HEWINGS. English Pronunciation in Use. (Advanced) Cambridge 2007

BAKER,A. Ship or Sheep. An Intermediate Pronunciation Course. Cambridge: CUP 1985

BOWLER & CUNNINGHAM.  New Headway Pronunciation Course. Upper-intermediate. O.U.P., 1999

The Textbook: Contents of  New Headway Advanced

New Headway Advanced is divided into 12 units. Each unit begins with a starter and is followed by six sub-sections that focus on different skills, vocabulary or grammatical aspects (Language Focus, Vocabulary, Reading, Listening, Speaking, The Last Word) and which are integrated within the unit through a subject framework. At the end of the book there are three more sections: Writing, Tapescripts, and Grammar Reference. As the headings for each part indicate, the first one offers activities to work with a different aspect of the written expression for every unit, the second one includes the script for all the listening exercises in the book, whereas the last one is a review summary of those linguistic items that the units deal with.

An advanced student of English has covered all the basics of English Grammar and s/he is expected to have acquired a good deal of language. However, due to the vast amount of areas that shape English - or any other language for that matter-, students also need to go over other aspects of the language which are not studied in depth in the lower levels such as rhyming words, homonyms, synonyms, style, euphemisms, idioms, slang, varieties of English ... All these aspects will be dealt with in the course book and the extra material provided by the teachers.

The demands of the fifth level at the Official School of Languages are such that students need a command and range of writing, listening and speaking skills, which means that the teacher must provide tasks other than the ones presented in the textbook. Consequently, the units of New Headway Advanced will be supplemented by different material (video, newspaper articles, TV recordings...) that the teacher thinks necessary in order to expand on the topics or skills. 

Grammar (Continguts Gramaticals)

Here follows a list of the grammar topics covered in this level.

· Unit 1- Avoiding Repetition

· Unit 2- Phrasal verbs

                  Tense Review (Simple, Continuous, Perfect tenses, Active & Passive, 

                                           The Future in the past )

· Unit 3- Position of adverbs                 

· Unit 4- Discourse Markers 

                 Question Tags


       Replies

· Unit 5- Adding Emphasis (Structures which add emphasis, Negative inversion,

                                                 Pronunciation, emphatic do, does, did)                  

· Unit 6- Reporting with Passive verbs:-    It + passive+ that-clause
· Subject + passive verb + to-infinitive

· Seem and appear                  

· Unit 7-  Modal Auxiliary verbs: - Modals of probability (present & future)

   - Modal auxiliaries in the past

            



   - Other uses of Modal auxiliary verbs                   

· Unit 8- Would.
                - Real & unreal conditional sentences


     - Hypothesizing (I wish, if only, as if/though, it’s time)

                - softening the message (I was hoping, I wondered…)

· Unit 9- Verb patterns (gerund, infinitive, verb+ that+ clause…)                  

· Unit 10- Intensifying adverbs, verbs and adjectives                   

· Unit 11- Adjective order

                    Relative clauses (Defining and Non-defining)                  

                    Participles

· Unit 12- Linking devices 
The following list shows the grammar points which are NOT covered in this course book and must be introduced in the fifth level according to the official syllabus:

· Fronting : emphatic word order

· Punctuation

· Present subjunctive (She suggests that he go immediately)

· ‘They’ referring to a singular person

· Canvis de funció en les paraules: substantivació, adjectivació i adverbialització.

· Genitiu saxò: casos especials i construccions alternatives.

· Pronoms distributius (each, every, the one)

· Grups preposicionals: owing to, due to, except for, by means of, because of, by way of, on account of, on behalf of, on top of. La forma –ing darrere preposicions (for, by, like ...), possessius o pronoms complement, els verbs ‘need’ i ‘want’ i altres verbs amb o sense complement.

· Oracions condicionals: whether, whenever, whatever, wherever, if ever, no matter how, should.

· El subjunctiu en el passat.

· La referència anafòrica i catafòrica: former, latter, as follows, the following, etc ...

· Reported speech and reporting verbs

· Historic present

· Articles

· Indefinite pronouns

· Formal and informal style

These grammar points are introduced through integrated tasks that involve one or more than one of the four skills -reading, listening, writing and speaking. 

Topics (Àrees temàtiques)

This is the list of topics that appear in New Headway Advanced:
· Unit 1: Our Land is your land! (nationality stereotypes, immigration) 
· Unit 2: Never lost for words! (Literature. Reading and writing)
· Unit 3: Big business (trends, advertising, global economy)
· Unit 4: Celebrity (the rich & the famous)
· Unit 5: Love is…?. (love)

· Unit 6: Newspeak (newspapers)
· Unit 7: Words of wisdom. (advice)
· Unit 8: Altered images (the arts)
· Unit 9: History lessons 
· Unit 10: The Body beautiful (sports)
· Unit 11: The ends of the earth  (geography, travelling)
· Unit 12: Life goes on.  (beliefs, memories)
Most of the major topics of the official syllabus of Level 5 are covered in New Headway Advanced, except for the following ones: 

· Politics (relacions internacionals, situació interna ...)
· Environment (The weather ...)
· Cinema & enterteinment
· Food and restaurants
· Computers & technology
· Music Matters
· Work, jobs, business
· Crime & punishment
· Personal description. Character
· The mind, the brain
These topics are introduced either as part of one of the topics covered by the textbook or through video activities or newspaper articles.

Language. Culture and Society

One of the aspects given most emphasis in the curriculum provided by the ‘Departament d’Educació’ is the cultural nature of learning a foreign language. With this aim in mind, we should take into account the following aspects:

· Territories where English is spoken (national varieties which, apart from the United Kingdom and the United States, will include Commonwealth countries such as Australia, New Zealand, India, the Caribbean, English-speaking African countries ...

· Distinctive pronunciation features.

· Social varieties of English (Cockney ...)

· Fads, slang

· Puns and different kinds of word play

Kinds of Text (Tipus de Text) 

Another of the innovative aspects of the new curriculum is a detailed description of the kinds of text students should be familiar with, including written texts as well as oral texts. 

Suggested Schedule

a. The Textbook

Considering that New Headway Advanced is divided into 12 units and that some units require more time than others, the teaching schedule is as follows:



*Up to January exams: units 1- 5



*Up to the Easter holidays: units 6- 9



*From Easter to the end of the course: units 10-12

b. Readers

The readers are programmed as follows: 




*1st term   -   a novel




*2nd term   -  a collection of short stories 

Methodology

The approach is communicative and consequently students are required to take an active role in class. At this level, grammatical accuracy is necessary to improve the students’ proficiency of English. However, this does not imply that the focus should rest entirely on grammar. We cannot forget that structures, as well as vocabulary, are always practised within the context of a specific communicative task.


Pair and group work will be favoured over individual work within the classroom context. Working in pairs or in groups increases the amount of student practice and encourages student co-operation. Students are expected to work individually at home.

Assessment

a. Exams

Students will take a mock exam at the end of January/beginning of February and the final Certificat d’Aptitud del Cicle Superior in June. Both exams will test grammar, listening, reading, writing and speaking. 


The results of the mock exam will not affect the marks of the final exam. The aim of the former is to make students familiar with the type of exam they will be taking at the end of the course and to check on their progress, both from the teacher’s and the student’s point of view. 


The marks in the final exam will be distributed as follows:

Listening: 15%;   Reading: 15%;  Grammar: 15%;  Writing: 20%; Speaking: 35% PASS MARK: 65%

b. Writing

All the writing tasks that students hand in will be graded according to the correcting guidelines for Certificat d’Aptitud. It is extremely important for students to do writing tasks, since it is where all their ‘linguistic’ knowledge is brought together and is a reflection of their level. 


