The Christmas Crapper

Stephen Fry on the importance of scatology in Catalan folklore

SF : Now, while we’re on the continent, which figure is essential to the Christmas crib in Catalunya?

W : Is it Barry Norman? (laughter)
SF : One of those wild stabs in the dark and I would so love to say “how amazing you’re right!” but you’re not.

W : Is it a figure that we don’t get in ours then?

SF : It’s a figure we don’t get in our cribs. In the back of a Catalonian* crib there is always a man squatting and defecating … or a young boy … and very often a public figure.

MLH : In the … in the mid … by the manger? With baby Jesus?

SF : Yes, it’s weird but it’s true.

W : It could be Barry Norman then

SF : It could be Barry Norman … it’s so unlikely … they’ve had George W Bush and they’ve had David Beckham … they have the crapper, he’s called the caganer .. caca … cagar … it’s crap in Catalonian, as it is in many other languages.

MRS : Every crib has to have them?

SF : Yeah! A true Catalonian crib will, I know you’re thinking I’m making this up. They are a very scatalogical people, the Catalonians*. They call their Christmas log the caga tió, the shitlog (laughter) … and there’s a popular Catalan phrase … before eating they say menja bé, caga fort!… eat well, shit hard! (laughter) 

MLH : You’ve got … uh, Catalan colours!

SF : I am wearing Catalan colours actually … but I’m not squirting out turds as I speak. (laughter)
MLH : Shit hard, Fry! Shit hard! 

SF : Caga fort ! … Anyway, next question! Who got little leather boots for …

** Catalonian, the Catalonians = Catalan , The Catalans
SF = Stephen Fry | W = Woman | MLH = Man with long hair | MRS = Man in red shirt

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJxHHP-aTOc

