ONLINE LOVE
Why Romance is as Easy as Falling Off a Log-On
Paragraph 1
IN THE topsy turvy world of love, it should hardly come as a surprise to learn that virtual courtship has a better chance of leading to true love than conventional methods. Psychologists claimed yesterday that romances sparked in Internet chatrooms were more likely to succeed than those that begin with face-to-face meetings in pubs and clubs — even though most people lie about themselves on the Web. 

Paragraph 2
People can exchange intimate information about their personalities and likes and dislikes in total anonymity, so they get to know potential partners quite well before meeting them in person. By then the fact that they may have fibbed about their height or weight or job seems to matter less. That is the complete reverse of the conventional romance in which a couple attracted to each other in a club try to have a shouted conversation over the din of the music, and then spend weeks trying to get to know each other. 

Paragraph 3
“It’s like seeing someone first thing in the morning right from the start,” said Jeff Gavin of Bath University, after questioning 42 chatroom users aged between 17 and 28 about relationships formed online. Twenty-one had developed close and long-term relationships with their Internet partners. Two got engaged and one couple was still going strong after four years. All had progressed from chatrooms to e-mails and phone calls before meeting. “Each phase allowed them to build up increasing levels of trust,” Dr Gavin said. 

Paragraph 4
He did, however, acknowledge the danger of meeting people through the Web — and the fact that not everyone is looking for a true friend or lover. One told Dr Gavin: ‘To me, the people I meet on the Internet are not real people’.”

By Alexandra Frean, TIMES ONLINE March 16, 2002 
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Online Love is no Fairy Story
Suzi Robinson from Northampton found her fiancé through an online dating agency. 
"I met my fiancé online and we are getting married in May this year. We only ever seem to hear the negative stories about online dating, giving the impression that its dangerous. I think we need to hear the success stories, too." 

Suzi had been single for ten years before she decided to give online dating a try. 
"After leaving university I found it difficult to meet potential partners in normal situations." "I would be out with friends and meet a guy in a pub, we'd like the look of each other but then discover we had nothing in common. When you meet up with online dates, you know you'll have some common interests." 

The online service Suzi used required her to give a few details about her age, hobbies and what sort of relationship she was after. She also supplied a photo. 
"When I signed up, it was a bit overwhelming at first. I got loads of messages from guys who were interested in me. "The emails would go back and forth as we got to know each other but it was a while before I went on a date," Suzy says. I had to go through a fair few frogs before I found my prince!" 


Eventually, Suzi saw Andy's profile online and they decided to go for a drink. "I liked his picture and we set up a date. He didn't fall for me straight away though and actually I think it was his mum who sid I was quite a catch!" 
"We've been together for four years now and two years ago we bought a house together." 

"There are lots of agencies available but I only used one of them. They had clear guidelines to make sure that it was safe." Even so, her friends were sceptical. "They thought I was mad at first! There's a huge stigma attached to online dating. But when they saw how happy I was with Andy, they changed their minds. Some have even had a go themselves." 


Suzi and Andy are getting married in May this year. "We've got a proper white wedding planned, with all the trimmings and then we're going to the Maldives for our honeymoon. I found my Prince Charming and dreams really do come true!"

Online love is no fairy story 
from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/talking_point/6375675.stm
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Warning  Over Online Dating Scams
People using online dating agencies are being warned to look out for fraudsters who want to steal their money. 

The Office of Fair Trading (OFT), as part of its scams awareness month, says dating frauds are becoming more common. 

The criminals create attractive online profiles for themselves, designed to attract a particular victim. 

They then use bogus sob stories to lure them into handing over personal information, such as their address and bank account details. 

Heartless 

"Online dating scammers are heartless. They are happy to exploit people's emotions for their own gain," said an OFT spokeswoman. 

Once the scammers have made contact with a potential victim, through dating websites or chat rooms, they build up the victim's confidence in their potential partner. 

Then they ask them for money, with a false story to back it up. 

Among the common stories, says the OFT, are: 

· They would really like to meet you, but do not have enough money to travel 

· They are stranded abroad and do not have money for travel or visas 

· They have been robbed and beaten, and require urgent surgery or treatment for a serious illness - and you are the only person who can help them.

Tell-tale signs 

The authorities say there are several tell-tale signs that the story and the person apparently behind it are bogus. 

Among them are requests to send them cash by money transfer, no ability to contact the person except via the internet, and a particularly good-looking photo. 

The basic advice is never to hand over personal details, such as home address or bank account details, to someone you have never actually met.
from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/business/6360239.stm
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Speed Dating 

Are you single but too busy to search for love? Then you need to try the latest dating phenomenon that is sweeping across the UK - speed dating. 

Speed dating involves men and women meeting in a room and finding out as much as they can about possible partners in three minutes. It's proving very popular with Britain's young people who find that they haven't got the time to meet that special one.

At a speed dating event you are given three minutes to talk, one on one, with a member of the opposite sex. Then a bell is rung and you move to another person and start chatting again. By the end of the evening you will have spoken with up to twenty men or women! 

If, by the end of a conversation, you fancy the person or would like to see them again, you write it down on a card. Then, if the other person also fancies you, the organisers will contact you with their details.

But is three minutes long enough to make an impression and work out if you want to see someone again? Research suggests that chemistry can be felt within the first thirty seconds of meeting someone, and that is what speed dating is all about, knowing quickly if you are going to like someone.

And what about romance? Is it possible to make a good judgment in such a short time? After all, people say you can't hurry love. However, Britain will soon have its first marriage from a speed date.

So, if you are on a mission to find Mr or Miss Right, what have you got to lose? At worst, you still go home on your own. But at best, the person of your dreams could be just three minutes away. 

BBC – News about Britain at http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/britain/speed_dating.shtml
