INTRODUCCIÓ AL DISSENY D’ACTIVITATS INTERACTIVES EN ANGLÈS

HOT POTATOES

SESSION 1

Introduction to the program:

· in the teacher’s website you can find two very useful tutorials to get started. Go to www.xtec.cat/~ncasas12, section “links for TEACHERS” and then “How to design interactive activities with Hot Potatoes”.

· some examples of websites with Hot Potatoes activities.

· summary of all the possibilities.

SESSION 2

Jcloze: how to make gap-filling activities.

a) Prepositions: select all the prepositions we want to test and make the gaps. Then configure the output (delete buttons we don’t want to appear; choose the colour for the activity; other options) and save. Then go to the spider web and save again with the same name.

b) Present tenses: the same process but this time we tick the drop-down list of words from the options menu. Another possibility is to tick the box “include vocabulary at the top” from the output section. We do both.

c) Song: We go to Google, copy the lyrics of a song (“Fabulous”, from High School Musical 2) and paste into Hot Potatoes. We make the gaps we want. Now we need the video of the same song: Go to Youtube and copy the code in the section called “embed”. Then paste this code at the top of the song in Hot Pot. Save and go to the spider web. Save again with the same name. This way, we have a direct link to Youtube for the video. However, if one day this video disappears from Youtube, your activity will be ruined, because the video will disappear as well. So another possibility is to download the video directly from Youtube with the program called Save2pc Light. Once you’ve opened the program you only have to go to the video, copy the code in the section “url”, and paste it into the section called “link”. Say where you want it to be filed.Then start the program and wait for it to download your video. Then you can insert it into Hot Potatoes with a link or as a multimedia element. This way you will have your videos safe in your pendrive.

SESSION 3
After revising and expanding the materials of the previous session, we start with Jmatch: how to make matching activities.

a) Adjectives: Six sentences that need some adjectives to be completed. The options for matching will appear in a drop down menu. We open Jmatch and write the sentences with gaps on the left. On the right we include the matching adjectives in the correct order. Save, configure output as usual and go to the spider web button on the left to make the htm version. Save again with the same name.

b) Compound words: A very simple activity that consists on matching the two parts of several compound words. However, the difference this time is that the options have to be dragged and dropped next to the first part. To make this effect we only need to follow the same process as before but choose the spider web button on the right to make the activity an htm document.

c) My mum’s daily routine: Here we make a matching exercise with a drop down menu related to pictures instead of words or sentences. The pictures must be copied from The Language Teaching Clipart Library link on my website. Sve the pictures in our folder called Images.Then, on the left-hand side of the page we insert the code of each picture (bed, shower, dress, bread, bookbag, programmer) and on the right-hand side we write the corresponding sentences (my mum gets up at 7 o’clock; she has a shower; she gets dressed; she makes breakfast; she takes me to school; she goes to work). We save, configure output and transform into a webpage with the spider web button on the left. This way, a drop down menu will all the options will appear next to each picture.

d) Animals: The same process but with pictures of animals. This time, to make a drag & drop exercise, we go to the spider web button on the right. The result is very attractive.

The next section is Jquiz: how to make multiple-choice activities.

a) The Amish: This is a reading comprehension activity with multiple-choice questions and a couple of pictures to illustrate the topic. First of all, we write the title, question 1 and as many possible answers as we want (a, b, c, d). On the right, we must tick the correct option. Save the document and continue with the rest of the questions. To insert the reading text, we press the button showing a book and copy or paste there the text we want to include. Click the box “insertar comentari”.Then we go to Google and choose two nice pictures of Amish people, copy and save them in our folder called Images. Then, back in Jquiz, we put the cursor after the title and insert one of the images from our folder. The other image can be inserted at the beginning of the text we have added. Configure output and save. Press the spider web button and check appearance in case you want to make changes.

SESSION 4

We continue with Jquiz:

a) The Gold Rush. This is another reading comprehension activity, so the process will be the same as before, but the difference is that the options given are A – True and B – False. Do not forget to tick the correct option on the right-hand side of the screen. Insert one photo with the title and another with the text.

b) Pubs in Britain. This time, before anything else, we must go to the right-hand side of the screen and select “short-answer” from the drop-down menu. The activity will not be multiple-choice or True/False, but a simple question & answer exercise. Save the document. Go to the teacher’s webpage and copy the text about pubs, then paste it in the Jquiz document. Remember to tick the box “insertar comentari” and insert a photo. Now write question 1 and below, in A, the correct answer. It’s really important to write ALL the possible correct answers in ALL the possible forms, and tick them as correct on the right. For example, if the answer is “In the 17th century”, we should write also “In the seventeenth century”, so that the program doesn’t give one of the two possibilities as wrong. Continue with the rest of the questions (click the arrow next to the question number).

We go on to Jmix: This is about elements that have to be ordered. Such elements may be letters, words or sentences. There are two possible formats: drag & drop or simply by clicking on the element, it appears at the top. We are going to make 3 different activities, going from very simple to more complex:

a) Type of film: putting letters in order to form a word. Open Jmix, give a title to the activity and then, on the left-hand side of the screen, write each letter in one different line (c-a-r-t-o-o-n). This way, each letter is recognized as a different element. Configure output. Save and transform into webpage with the spider button on the left. This way, the option is chosen by ckicking on the letter, which will appear at the top of the exercise. The problem with this type of activity is that you can only include one word per exercise and it’s too short. The following examples are better.

b) Personal: putting words in order to form a sentence. Open Jmix, give a title to the activity and then, on the left-hand side of the screen, write each word in one different line (have-you-got-any-brothers-or-sisters-?). We want each word to be an independent element. If there is more than one correct possibility, the alternative correct answer must be typed on the right-hand side of the screen. Example: the elements given will form the question “Have you got any brothers or sisters?” but it’s also possible to say “Have you got any sisters or brothers?”, so this sentence must be written on the right, so that later it is accepted as correct as well. Configure output, save and transform into webpage with the spider button on the right. This way, the activity will be a drag & drop exercise.

c) News: putting sentences in order to form a dialogue (or e-mail). This time, we’ll write a whole sentence in each different line. Follow the same steps as in b. 

The last section to cover is JCross to make crosswords. We can make our own design of the crosswords or have it made automatically, which is the best option.

a) Adjectives: Open JCross and click the button at the top with a grid. A new window will open where you have to write the list of words you want to include in the crosswords. Click on “crear graella”. Write a title and save. Then, click on the button “add clues”. Another window will appear with the words distributed into 2 groups, down and across. Select one word and write the definition, accept, and continue the process with all the words. Configure output: here, in the tag “other”, you have the possibility to click the box “show all clues below the grid”. If you click here, the definitions will appear directly below the grid. If you don’t select this option, the clues will appear when you click directly over the number s in the grid of the crosswords. Save and create webpage.

b) Clothes: The same process.

c) Furniture: to make it more visual, this time the words are pieces of furniture and, instead of including definitions, we’ll insert a picture. First of all, we have to go to the Clipart section included in the teacher’s website and copy some pictures. Save them in our images folder. Open JCross and follow the same process as before, but at the moment of writing the definition, choose the option Insert (from local file). This time, it’s much better not to include all the pictures at the bottom of the grid. Save and transform with the spider button.

The last step should be organising all the work done during this workshop. As the materials produced are interactive activities, the best format would be  a webpage, so we are going to make a webpage that will include all the activities designed.

To start with, we must create a Word document and write the list of activities with the titles given. Each title will refer to the activity we’ve made, so it has to be linked. To do this, just select the title of the activity on the list and go to “Insertar” – “Hipervínculo” and then find the folder where the activity is saved , select it and “Aceptar”. Do the same with all the activities. Then, “Archivo” – “Guardar como” – and now be careful: look at “Guardar como tipo” and select “Página web” – “Guardar”. Now we have a webpage with all the links to our activities. This page can be used in the computer room, in a multimedia room, or can be uploaded to the internet if you have your own site. This is what the page will look like:


[image: image1] 
 

INTERACTIVE ACTIVITIES

	GAP-FILLING
	PRESENT TENSES: A LETTER

	
	PREPOSITIONS

	
	SONG: FABULOUS


	MATCHING
	ADJECTIVES

	
	COMPOUND WORDS

	
	MY MUM’S DAILY ROUTINE 1 & 2

	
	ANIMALS


	READING COMPREHENSION
	THE AMISH (multiple choice)

	
	THE GOLD RUSH (True/False)

	
	PUBS IN BRITAIN (open questions)


	PUTTING IN ORDER
	Letters: Type of film

	
	Words: A Personal question

	
	Sentences: Some news


	CROSSWORDS
	ADJECTIVES

	
	CLOTHES

	
	FURNITURE


This way, we have:

· a summary of the course contents 

· some activities of each section in Hot Potatoes

· a page to use with our students

· examples of all the possible types of activities to decide which suits us best

SESSION 5

Individual work to complete any unfinished parts and to design new materials. The teacher helps and solves problems. Course assessment sheet.

